138    ATTACK UPON  THE CANAL

were politicians in Berlin who thought that even
a partial success on the Suez Canal would be worth
the sacrifice of the lives of a few thousand Turkish
soldiers. If Djemal did not take exactly that view,
the gossip current in the Syrian-Palestine Command
was at fault. Turkish officers believed that the German
diplomatic representative in Constantinople had sug-
gested privately to their Commander-in-Chief that
the capture of Ismailia would be a charming New
Year's gift to the Kaiser. No one is quicker than
a Turk to take a hint from exalted quarters, and no
one was more alive to his future interests than Djemal.
Good fortune alone saved the expedition from com-
plete disaster.